ARTICLE 14
Veterinary Medicine

61-14-1. Short title. (Repealed effective July 1, 2030.)

Chapter 61, Article 14 NMSA 1978 may be cited as the "Veterinary Practice Act".
History: 1953 Comp., § 67-11-12, enacted by Laws 1967, ch. 62, § 1; 2011, ch. 30, § 2.
ANNOTATIONS

Delayed repeals. — For delayed repeal of this section, see 61-14-20 NMSA 1978.
The 2011 amendment, effective June 17, 2011, changed the statutory reference to the
act.

Am. Jur. 2d, A.L.R. and C.J.S. references. — Validity of statutes or regulations

relating to practice of veterinary medicine, 8 A.L.R.4th 223.
Veterinarian's liability for malpractice, 71 A.L.R.4th 811.

61-14-2. Definitions. (Repealed effective July 1, 2030.)

As used in the Veterinary Practice Act:
A. "animal" means any animal other than man,;
B. "animal shelter":

(1) means:

(a) a county or municipal facility that provides shelter to animals on a regular
basis, including a small animal impound facility; and

(b) a private humane society or a private animal shelter that temporarily
houses stray, unwanted or injured animals through administrative or contractual
arrangements with a local government agency; and

(2) does not include a municipal zoological park;

C. "euthanasia" means to produce a humane death of an animal by standards
deemed acceptable by the board as set forth in its rules;

D. "euthanasia agency" means a facility that provides shelter to animals on a
regular basis, including a small animal impound facility, a humane society or a public or
private shelter facility that temporarily houses stray, unwanted or injured animals, and
that performs euthanasia;

E. "practice of veterinary medicine" means:
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(1) the diagnosis, treatment, correction, change, relief or prevention of animal
disease, deformity, defect, injury or other physical or mental condition, including the
prescription or administration of any drug, medicine, biologic, apparatus, application,
anesthetic or other therapeutic or diagnostic substance or technique and the use of any
procedure for artificial insemination, testing for pregnancy, diagnosing and treating
sterility or infertility or rendering advice with regard to any of these;

(2) the representation, directly or indirectly, publicly or privately, of an ability
and willingness to do any act mentioned in Paragraph (1) of this subsection; or

(3) the use of any title, words, abbreviation or letters in a manner or under
circumstances that induce the belief that the person using them is qualified to do any
act mentioned in Paragraph (1) of this subsection;

F. "veterinarian" means a person having the degree of doctor of veterinary
medicine or its equivalent from a veterinary school or a person who has received a
medical education in veterinary medicine in a foreign country and has thereafter entered
the United States and fulfilled the requirements and standards set forth by the American
veterinary medical association and has passed all examinations required by the board
prior to being issued any license to practice veterinary medicine in this state;

G. "licensed veterinarian" means a person licensed to practice veterinary medicine
in this state;

H. "veterinary school" means any veterinary college or any division of a university or
college that is approved for accreditation by the American veterinary medical
association;

I.  "board" means the board of veterinary medicine;

J. "veterinary technician" means a skilled person certified by the board as being
qualified by academic and practical training to provide veterinary services under the
supervision and direction of the licensed veterinarian who is responsible for the
performance of that technician;

K. "committee" means the veterinary technician examining committee;

L. "direct supervision" means the treatment of animals on the direction, order or
prescription of a licensed veterinarian who is available on the premises and who has
established a valid veterinarian-client-patient relationship;

M. "sheltering committee" means the animal sheltering committee;

N. "valid veterinarian-client-patient relationship" means:



(1) the veterinarian has assumed responsibility for making medical judgments
regarding the health of an animal being treated and the need for and the course of the
animal's medical treatment;

(2) the client has agreed to follow the instructions of the veterinarian;

(3) the veterinarian is sufficiently acquainted with an animal being treated,
whether through examination of the animal or timely visits to the animal's habitat for
purposes of assessing the condition in which the animal is kept, to be capable of
making a preliminary or general diagnosis of the medical condition of the animal being
treated; and

(4) the veterinarian is reasonably available for follow-up treatment; and

O. "veterinary medicine" means veterinary surgery, obstetrics, dentistry and all
other branches or specialties of veterinary medicine.

History: 1953 Comp., § 67-11-13, enacted by Laws 1967, ch. 62, § 2; 1975, ch. 96, § 1;
1977, ch. 236, § 1; 1993, ch. 163, § 1; 2017, ch. 44, § 1.

ANNOTATIONS
Delayed repeals. — For delayed repeal of this section, see 61-14-20 NMSA 1978.
The 2017 amendment, effective July 1, 2018, defined "animal shelter", "euthanasia”,
"euthanasia agency", and "sheltering committee" as used in the Veterinary Practice Act;
added new Subsections B through D and redesignated former Subsections B through |
as Subsections E through L, respectively; and added a new Subsection M and
redesignated former Subsections J and K as Subsections N and O, respectively.
The 1993 amendment, effective June 18, 1993, rewrote Subsection C; substituted
"veterinary medicine" for "veterinary examiners" in Subsection F; added Subsections | to
K; and made minor stylistic changes in Paragraph (3) of Subsection B and Subsection
G.
Am. Jur. 2d, A.L.R. and C.J.S. references. — 78 Am. Jur. 2d Veterinarians § 1.
70 C.J.S. Physicians, Surgeons, and Other Health-Care Providers §§ 2, 5.

61-14-3. Criminal offender's character evaluation. (Repealed
effective July 1, 2030.)

The provisions of the Criminal Offender Employment Act [28-2-1 to 28-2-6 NMSA
1978] shall govern any consideration of criminal records required or permitted by the
Veterinary Practice Act.

History: 1953 Comp., § 67-11-13.1, enacted by Laws 1974, ch. 78, § 19.

ANNOTATIONS
Delayed repeals. — For delayed repeal of this section, see 61-14-20 NMSA 1978.
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61-14-4. Board created; terms; compensation; finance. (Repealed
effective July 1, 2030.)

A. The "board of veterinary medicine" is created. The board shall consist of seven
members who are citizens of the United States and residents of New Mexico. Veterinary
members shall have been licensed to practice veterinary medicine in the state for five
years preceding their appointment to the board.

B. Members of the board and their successors shall be appointed by the governor.
Five of the members shall be licensed veterinarians, and these appointments may be
made from a list of five names for each professional vacancy, submitted to the governor
by the New Mexico veterinary medical association. Two members shall represent the
public and shall not have been licensed as veterinarians or have any significant financial
interest, whether direct or indirect, in the occupation regulated.

C. Members shall be appointed to staggered terms of four years each.
Appointments shall be made in such manner that the terms of no more than two board
members expire on July 1 of each year. All board members shall hold office until their
successors are appointed and qualified. Appointments to vacancies shall be for the
unexpired terms. Board members shall not serve more than two consecutive four-year
terms.

D. A majority of the members of the board constitutes a quorum for the transaction
of business, except that the vote of four members is required for suspension or
revocation of a license. The board shall elect a chairman and other necessary officers
prescribed by regulation of the board.

E. Members of the board shall receive per diem and mileage as provided in the Per
Diem and Mileage Act [10-8-1 through 10-8-8 NMSA 1978] and shall receive no other
compensation, perquisite or allowance. This reimbursement and all other expenses
involved in carrying out the Veterinary Practice Act shall be paid exclusively from fees
received pursuant to provisions of the Veterinary Practice Act. The board shall deposit
all fees received pursuant to provisions of the Veterinary Practice Act with the state
treasurer for the exclusive use of the board, and money shall be expended only upon
vouchers certified by a majority of the board.

F. Any board member failing to attend, after proper notice, three consecutive
meetings, either regular or special, shall automatically be removed as a member of the
board.

History: 1953 Comp., § 67-11-14, enacted by Laws 1967, ch. 62, § 3; 1975, ch. 96, § 2;
1979, ch. 76, § 1; 1991, ch. 189, § 21; 1993, ch. 163, § 2; 1995, ch. 154, § 1.

ANNOTATIONS
Delayed repeals. — For delayed repeal of this section, see 61-14-20 NMSA 1978.
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The 1995 amendment, effective June 16, 1995, substituted "shall" for "must" in the
second sentence in Subsection A, deleted "in New Mexico" following "licensed
veterinarians" in the second sentence in Subsection B, inserted "after proper notice" in
Subsection F, and made minor stylistic changes throughout the section.

The 1993 amendment, effective June 18, 1993, rewrote Subsection A, which formerly
read "The 'board of veterinary examiners' is created. The board shall consist of seven
members" and rewrote Subsection C to the extent that a detailed comparison is
impracticable.

The 1991 amendment, effective June 14, 1991, substituted "seven members" for "six
members" in Subsection A; in the second sentence in Subsection B, substituted "Two
members" for "One member" and "veterinarians or" for "a veterinarian nor shall such
public member"; rewrote Subsection C; and made a minor stylistic change in Subsection
F.

Costs of hearings. — Per diem and mileage costs of board members to attend a
disciplinary hearing cannot be assessed as costs against the veterinarian who is
disciplined. N.M. Bd. of Veterinary Med. v. Riegger, 2007-NMSC-044, 142 N.M.

248, 164 P.3d 947, affg in part, rev'g in part, 2006-NMCA-069, 139 N.M. 679, 137 P.3d
619.

61-14-4.1. Protected actions; communication. (Repealed effective
July 1, 2030.)

A. No current or former member of the board, officer, administrator, staff member,
committee member, examiner, representative, agent, employee, consultant, witness or
any other person serving or having served the board shall bear liability or be subject to
civil damages or criminal prosecutions for any action or omission undertaken or
performed within the scope of the board's duties.

B. All written and oral communications made by any person to the board relating to
actual or potential disciplinary action shall be confidential communications and are not
public records for the purposes of the Inspection of Public Records Act [Chapter 14,
Article 2 NMSA 1978]. All data, communications and information acquired by the board
relating to actual or potential disciplinary action shall not be disclosed except to the
extent necessary to carry out the board's purposes or in a judicial appeal from the
board's actions.

C. The board shall make available to interested members of the public information
about a disciplinary action taken by the board pursuant to Section 61-14-13 NMSA
1978, including the name of the licensee, the nature of the violation of the Veterinary
Practice Act and the disciplinary action taken.

D. No person or legal entity providing information to the board, whether as a report,
a complaint or testimony, shall be subject to civil damages or criminal prosecutions.

History: Laws 1999, ch. 243, § 6.
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ANNOTATIONS
Delayed repeals. — For delayed repeal of this section, see 61-14-20 NMSA 1978.
Effective dates. — Laws 1999, ch. 243 contained no effective date provision, but,
pursuant to N.M. Const., art. IV, § 23, was effective on June 18, 1999, 90 days after
adjournment of the legislature.

61-14-5. Board; duties. (Repealed effective July 1, 2030.)
The board shall:

A. examine and determine the qualifications and fitness of applicants for a license to
practice veterinary medicine in New Mexico and issue, renew, deny, suspend or revoke
licenses in accordance with the Uniform Licensing Act [Chapter 61, Article 1 NMSA
1978];

B. regulate artificial insemination and pregnancy diagnosis by establishing
standards of practice and issuing permits to persons found qualified;

C. establish a schedule of license and permit fees based on the board's financial
requirements for the ensuing year;

D. conduct investigations necessary to determine violations of the Veterinary
Practice Act and discipline persons found in violation in accordance with the Uniform
Licensing Act;

E. employ personnel necessary to carry out its duties;

F. in accordance with the State Rules Act [Chapter 14, Article 4 NMSA 1978],
promulgate and enforce rules necessary to establish recognized standards for the
practice of veterinary medicine and to carry out the provisions of the Veterinary Practice
Act. The board shall make available to interested members of the public copies of the
Veterinary Practice Act and all rules promulgated by the board;

G. examine applicants for veterinary technician certification purposes. Such
examination shall be held at least once a year at the times and places designated by
the board,;

H. establish a five-member veterinary technician examining committee;

|.  promulgate rules establishing continuing education requirements as a condition
for license renewal;

J. regulate the operation of veterinary facilities, including:

(1) establishing requirements for operation of a veterinary facility in
accordance with recognized standards for the practice of veterinary medicine;
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(2) issuing permits to qualified veterinary facilities; and
(3) promulgating standards for inspection of veterinary facilities.

For purposes of this subsection, "veterinary facility" means a building, mobile unit,
vehicle or other location where services included within the practice of veterinary
medicine are provided;

K. perform the duties imposed on the board pursuant to the Animal Sheltering Act
[Chapter 77, Article 1B NMSA 1978]; and

L. establish a five-member sheltering committee.

History: 1953 Comp., § 67-11-15, enacted by Laws 1967, ch. 62, § 4; 1975, ch. 96, § 3;
1977, ch. 167, § 1; 1993, ch. 163, § 3; 1995, ch. 154, § 2; 1999, ch. 243, § 1; 2017, ch.
44, § 2; 2022, ch. 39, § 58.

ANNOTATIONS
Delayed repeals. — For delayed repeal of this section, see 61-14-20 NMSA 1978.
The 2022 amendment, effective May 18, 2022, clarified that the board of veterinary
medicine is required to follow the provisions of the State Rules Act when promulgating
rules and is required to follow the provisions of the Uniform Licensing Act for licensing
and disciplinary matters; in Subsection A, after "revoke licenses", added "in accordance
with the Uniform Licensing Act"; in Subsection D, after "found in violation", added "in
accordance with the Uniform Licensing Act"; and in Subsection F, added "in accordance
with the State Rules Act".
The 2017 amendment, effective July 1, 2018, provided additional duties for the board
of veterinary medicine; in Subsection F, replaced each occurrence of "regulations" with
"rules"; in Subsection |, after "adopt", deleted "regulations" and added "rules"; and
added new Subsections K and L.
Temporary provisions. — Laws 2017, ch. 44, § 15 provided that on July 1, 2018:
A. all personnel, appropriations, money, records, equipment, supplies and other
property of the animal sheltering board shall be transferred to the board of veterinary
medicine;

B. all contracts of the animal sheltering board shall be binding and effective on the
board of veterinary medicine; and
C. all references in law to the animal sheltering board shall be deemed to be

references to the board of veterinary medicine.

The 1999 amendment, effective June 18, 1999, deleted "annually” following "establish"
in Subsection C, and rewrote Subsection J, which formerly read "adopt regulations for
the inspection and operation of facilities in accordance with recognized standards for
the practice of veterinary medicine as a condition for licensure".

The 1995 amendment, effective June 16, 1995, added Subsection J and made minor
stylistic changes in Subsections H and |I.

The 1993 amendment, effective June 18, 1993, substituted "persons" for "licensed
veterinarians" in Subsection D and substituted "education requirements as a condition
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for license renewal" for "educational requirements for veterinarians as a condition for
the license renewal" in Subsection I.

Licensing duties not usurped by regulation and licensing department. — Neither
the Regulation and Licensing Department Act, Sections 9-16-1 to 9-16-13 NMSA 1978,
nor any rules and regulations that it has promulgated pursuant to that act, supersede
the specific statutory powers and licensing duties that the legislature has given to the
board of veterinary examiners pursuant to this article: The regulation and licensing
department is to provide general administrative services to the board. 1987 Op. Att'y
Gen. No. 87-58.

61-14-5.1. Impaired veterinarian. (Repealed effective July 1, 2030.)

A. The board may appoint an impaired-veterinarian committee to organize and
administer a program that will:

(1) serve as a diversion program to which the board may refer licensees in
lieu of or in addition to other disciplinary action under terms set by the board; and

(2) be a confidential source of treatment or referral for veterinarians who, on
a voluntary basis and without the knowledge of the board, desire to avail themselves of
treatment for emotionally based or chemical-dependence impairments.

B. The impaired-veterinarian committee shall:

(1) provide evaluations for veterinarians who request participation in the
diversion program,;

(2) review and designate treatment facilities and services to which
veterinarians in the diversion program may be referred;

(3) receive and review information concerning the status and progress of
participants in the diversion program;

(4) publicize the diversion program in coordination with veterinary
professional associations; and

(5) prepare and provide reports at least annually to the board.

C. Each veterinarian referred to the diversion program by the board shall be
informed of the procedures applicable to the diversion program, of the rights and
responsibilities associated with participation in the diversion program and of the
possible consequences of failure to participate in the diversion program. Failure to
comply with any treatment requirement of the diversion program may result in
termination of diversion program participation; termination of diversion program
participation shall be reported to the board by the impaired-veterinarian committee.
Participation in the diversion program shall not be a defense against, but may be
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considered in mitigating, any disciplinary action taken by the board. The board is not
precluded from commencing a disciplinary action against a veterinarian who is
participating in the diversion program or has been terminated.

D. No member of the board or the impaired-veterinarian committee shall be liable
for civil damages because of acts or omissions that occur in administering the
provisions of this section.

History: Laws 1993, ch. 163, § 11.

ANNOTATIONS
Delayed repeals. — For delayed repeal of this section, see 61-14-20 NMSA 1978.

61-14-6. Veterinary technician examining committee; membership;
terms; compensation. (Repealed effective July 1, 2030.)

A. The "veterinary technician examining committee" shall consist of five members
appointed by the board of veterinary medicine. The committee shall consist of two
licensed veterinarians, one member of the board and two registered veterinary
technicians.

B. Committee members shall serve for terms of four years except the board
member on the committee shall be appointed for one year. With the exception of the
board member on the committee, the terms of committee members shall be staggered
by one year. Committee members shall serve until their successors have been
appointed and qualified. Any vacancy shall be filled by appointment by the board of
veterinary medicine for the remainder of the unexpired term.

C. Members of the committee shall receive per diem and mileage as provided in the
Per Diem and Mileage Act [10-8-1 through 10-8-8 NMSA 1978] and shall receive no
other compensation, perquisite or allowance.

History: 1953 Comp., § 67-11-15.1, enacted by Laws 1975, ch. 96, § 4; 1993, ch. 163,
§ 4.

ANNOTATIONS
Delayed repeals. — For delayed repeal of this section, see 61-14-20 NMSA 1978.
The 1993 amendment, effective June 18, 1993, rewrote Subsections A and B to the
extent that a detailed comparison is impracticable.

61-14-7. Duties of the veterinary technician examining committee.
(Repealed effective July 1, 2030.)
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A. The committee shall evaluate qualifications of education, skill and experience for
certification of a person as a veterinary technician and provide forms and procedures for
the board for certificates of qualification and for annual registration of employment.

B. The committee shall assist the board in the examination of applicants for
veterinary technician certification. Such examination shall be held at least once a year
at the times and places designated by the board.

History: 1953 Comp., § 67-11-15.2, enacted by Laws 1975, ch. 96, § 5.

ANNOTATIONS
Delayed repeals. — For delayed repeal of this section, see 61-14-20 NMSA 1978.

61-14-7.1. Animal sheltering committee; duties. (Repealed effective
July 1, 2030.)

The sheltering committee shall:

A. develop a voluntary statewide dog and cat spay and neuter program in
conjunction with animal shelters and euthanasia agencies;

B. develop criteria for individuals, nonprofit organizations, animal shelters and
euthanasia agencies to receive assistance for dog and cat spaying and neutering from
the animal care and facility fund; provided that assistance to individuals and nonprofit
organizations shall only be given to individuals who have, or to nonprofit organizations
that shall only provide assistance to service recipients who have, a household income
that does not exceed two hundred percent of the current federal poverty level guidelines
published by the United States department of health and human services; and

C. recommend to the board the disbursements of money from the animal care and
facility fund to qualifying individuals, nonprofit organizations, animal shelters and
euthanasia agencies.

History: Laws 2017, ch. 44, § 3; 2020, ch. 69, § 1.

ANNOTATIONS
Delayed repeals. — For delayed repeal of this section, see 61-14-20 NMSA 1978.
The 2020 amendment, effective July 1, 2020, established a household income level for
assistance for dog and cat spaying and neutering from the animal care and facility fund;
in Subsection B, after "dog and cat", deleted "sterilization" and added "spaying and
neutering”, and after "animal care and facility fund", added "provided that assistance to
individuals and nonprofit organizations shall only be given to individuals who have, or to
nonprofit organizations that shall only provide assistance to service recipients who
have, a household income that does not exceed two hundred percent of the current
federal poverty level guidelines published by the United States department of health and
human services".
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Temporary provisions. — Laws 2017, ch. 44, § 14 provided that animal sheltering
board members serving as of July 1, 2018, shall continue to serve on the animal
sheltering committee for a period of at least one year.

61-14-8. Application for license. (Repealed effective July 1, 2030.)

A. Any person desiring a license to practice veterinary medicine in this state may make
written application to the board showing that the person:

(1) has reached the age of majority; and
(2) is a person of good moral character.

The application shall contain other information and proof as required by regulation of the
board and, except as provided in Section 61-1-34 NMSA 1978, shall be accompanied
by an application fee established by the board.

B. If the board finds that the applicant possesses the proper qualifications, it shall admit
the applicant to the next examination. If an applicant is found unqualified to take the
examination, the board shall immediately notify the applicant in writing of its findings
and the grounds for them.

History: 1953 Comp., § 67-11-16, enacted by Laws 1967, ch. 62, § 5; 1973, ch. 49, §
1; 1993, ch. 163, § 5; 2020, ch. 6, § 38.

ANNOTATIONS

Delayed repeals. — For delayed repeal of this section, see 61-14-20 NMSA 1978.
Cross references. — For the Uniform Licensing Act, see 61-1-1 NMSA 1978 et seq.
For age of majority, see 28-6-1 NMSA 1978.

For the Parental Responsibility Act, see 40-5A-1 NMSA 1978 et seq.

The 2020 amendment, effective July 1, 2020, provided an exception to the licensure
fee for qualified military service members, their spouses and dependent children, and
for certain veterans, and made certain technical amendments; and in Subsection A,
Paragraph A(2), after "the board and", added "except as provided in Section 61-1-
34 NMSA 1978".

The 1993 amendment, effective June 18, 1993, in Subsection A, substituted "person"
for "veterinarian” in the introductory paragraph, deleted former Paragraph (2), which
read "is a citizen of the United States or an applicant for citizenship; and", and
redesignated former Paragraph (3) as Paragraph (2), making a related grammatical
change; and in Subsection B, deleted "or, if the applicant is eligible for license without
examination, it shall forthwith grant him a license" at the end of the first sentence and
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deleted "or to receive a license without examination" preceding "the board" in the
second sentence.

Am. Jur. 2d, A.L.R. and C.J.S. references. — 78 Am. Jur. 2d Veterinarians § 3.

Failure to procure license as affecting recovery for services, 30 A.L.R. 900, 42 A.L.R.
1226, 118 A.L.R. 646.

Validity, construction and effect of statutes or regulations governing practice of
veterinary medicine, 8 A.L.R.4th 223.

70 C.J.S. Physicians, Surgeons, and Other Health-Care Providers §§ 19, 20, 23.

61-14-9. Examination. (Repealed effective July 1, 2030.)

The board shall conduct at least one examination each calendar year following public
notice of the time and place. Examinations shall be prepared and conducted under
regulations promulgated by the board, and shall be designed to test the applicant's
knowledge and proficiency in the practice of veterinary medicine. Immediately after the
results of each examination are determined, the board shall notify each applicant of the
results of his examination and issue a license to those applicants successfully
completing it. Any applicant failing an examination shall be admitted to any subsequent
examination upon payment of another application fee.

History: 1953 Comp., § 67-11-17, enacted by Laws 1967, ch. 62, § 6.
ANNOTATIONS

Delayed repeals. — For delayed repeal of this section, see 61-14-20 NMSA 1978.
Am. Jur. 2d, A.L.R. and C.J.S. references. — 78 Am. Jur. 2d Veterinarians § 4.
70 C.J.S. Physicians, Surgeons, and Other Health-Care Providers §§ 20, 23.

61-14-10. Expedited and temporary license. (Repealed effective July 1, 2030.)

A. The board shall issue an expedited license to a qualified applicant licensed in
another state or territory of the United States, the District of Columbia or a foreign
country as provided in Section 61-1-31.1 NMSA 1978. The board shall process the
application as soon as practicable but no later than thirty days after the out-of-state
veterinarian files an application for expedited licensure accompanied by any required
fee if the applicant:
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(1) holds a license that is current and in good standing issued by another licensing
jurisdiction approved by the board; and

(2) has practiced veterinary medicine for at least five years.

B. If the board issues an expedited license to a person whose prior licensing jurisdiction
did not require examination, the board may require the person to pass an examination
before applying for license renewal.

C. The board by rule shall determine those states and territories of the United States
and the District of Columbia from which it will not accept an applicant for expedited
licensure and shall determine any foreign countries from which it will accept an
applicant for expedited licensure. The board shall post the lists of disapproved and
approved licensing jurisdictions on the board's website. The list of disapproved
licensing jurisdictions shall include the specific reasons for disapproval. The lists shall
be reviewed annually to determine if amendments to the rule are warranted.

D. The board may issue without examination a temporary permit to practice veterinary
medicine to:

(1) a qualified applicant for a license pending examination, provided the applicant is
a graduate veterinarian and employed by and working under the direct supervision of a
licensed veterinarian; provided that:

(a) the temporary permit shall expire the day after the notice of results of the first
examination given after the permit is issued;

(b) a qualified applicant for a license pending examination may, at the board's
discretion, be exempted from the requirement of working under the direct supervision of
a licensed veterinarian, provided the applicant submits a written request for such
exemption; and

(c) no additional temporary permit shall be issued to an applicant who has failed the
required components of the New Mexico examination in this or any other state or any
other territory, district or commonwealth of the United States; or

(2) a nonresident veterinarian validly licensed and in good standing with the
licensing authority in another state or territory of the United States, the District of
Columbia or a foreign country if the nonresident veterinarian is employed by or has a
contract with the state, a municipality or a county to provide veterinary services at a
nationally accredited zoo or aquarium located in New Mexico; provided that the
temporary permit shall be issued for a period lasting no more than six months and no
more than two consecutive six-month temporary permits shall be issued to any one
veterinarian.



E. Atemporary permit to practice veterinary medicine may be summarily revoked by a
majority vote of the board without a hearing.

History: 1953 Comp., § 67-11-18, enacted by Laws 1967, ch. 62, § 7; 1975, ch. 96, §
6; 1993, ch. 163, § 6; 1995, ch. 154, § 3; 2022, ch. 8, § 1; 2023, ch. 190, § 29.

ANNOTATIONS

Delayed repeals. — For delayed repeal of this section, see 61-14-20 NMSA 1978.

The 2023 amendment, effective July 1, 2023, struck provisions related to license by
endorsement, added provisions related to expedited licensure, and clarified language in
the section; in the section heading, deleted "License by endorsement" and added
"Expedited and temporary licenses"; deleted former Subsections A through C and
added new Subsections A through C; in Subsection D, Paragraph D(2), after "territory",
added "of the United States, the", and deleted "or commonwealth of the United States
provided that" and added "of Columbia or a foreign country"; and deleted former
Subparagraph D(2)(a) and former subparagraph designation "(b)", and after "issued to
any one", deleted "individual" and added "veterinarian".

The 2022 amendment, effective May 18, 2022, authorized the board of veterinary
medicine to issue temporary permits to practice veterinary medicine to certain
nonresident veterinarians employed by or contracted with the state, a municipality or a
county to provide veterinary services at nationally accredited zoos or aquariums located
in New Mexico; and in Subsection D, Subparagraph D(2)(a), added "except as
otherwise provided in Subparagraph (b) of this paragraph", and after "no more than
two", added "sixty-day", and added Subparagraph D(2)(b).

The 1995 amendment, effective June 16, 1995, deleted "the privilege of obtaining"
following "examination" in Subsection D, inserted "a graduate veterinarian and"
following "applicant is" in Paragraph (1) of Subsection D, added Subparagraph D(1)(b),
redesignated former Subparagraph D(1)(b) as Subparagraph D(1)(c), and made a minor
stylistic change in Subparagraph D(1)(a).

The 1993 amendment, effective June 18, 1993, rewrote the section heading, which
formerly read "License without examination"; in Subsection A, added "Pursuant to its
regulations” at the beginning, inserted "except an examination on state laws and other
state and federal regulations related to the practice of veterinary medicine", and deleted
former Paragraph (2), which read "within the three years next prior to filing his
application, successfully completed the examination conducted by the national board of
veterinary examiners"; in Subsections A and B, made minor stylistic changes; and
added Subsections D and E.

Am. Jur. 2d, A.L.R. and C.J.S. references. — 78 Am. Jur. 2d Veterinarians § 4.
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Validity, construction and effect of statutes or regulations governing practice of
veterinary medicine, 8 A.L.R.4th 223.

70 C.J.S. Physicians, Surgeons, and Other Health-Care Providers §§ 19, 20, 23.

61-14-11. Certification as veterinary technician; annual registration of
employment; employment change; fees. (Repealed effective July 1, 2030.)

A. No person shall perform or attempt to perform as a veterinary technician without first
applying for and obtaining a certificate of qualification from the board of veterinary
medicine as a veterinary technician and having his employment registered in
accordance with board regulation.

B. A veterinary technician shall perform only those acts and duties assigned him by a
supervising licensed veterinarian that are within the scope of practice of such
supervising veterinarian, not to include diagnosis, prescription or surgery.

C. An applicant for a certificate of qualification as a veterinary technician shall complete
application forms as supplied by the board of veterinary medicine, successfully
complete an examination conducted by the board and pay a fee to defray the cost of
processing the application and administering the examination, which fee is not
returnable.

D. Each certified veterinary technician shall annually register his employment with the
board of veterinary medicine, stating his name and current address, the name and office
address of both his employer and supervising licensed veterinarian and such additional
information as the board deems necessary. Upon any change of employment as a
veterinary technician, such registration shall automatically be void. Each annual
registration or registration of new employment shall be accompanied by fees set by the
board for use by the board in defraying the cost of administering the Veterinary Practice
Act.

History: 1953 Comp., § 67-11-18.1, enacted by Laws 1975, ch. 96, § 7; 1993, ch. 163, §
7.

ANNOTATIONS
Delayed repeals. — For delayed repeal of this section, see 61-14-20 NMSA 1978.

The 1993 amendment, effective June 18, 1993, inserted "of veterinary medicine"

following "board" in Subsections A and C and in the first sentence of Subsection D;
deleted "of fifty dollars ($50.00)" following "pay a fee" in Subsection C; deleted the
former second sentence of Subsection C, pertaining to enrollment on a roster of
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veterinary technicians; and deleted "in amounts not to exceed twenty dollars ($20.00)"
following "by the board" in the second sentence of Subsection D.

Am. Jur. 2d, A.L.R. and C.J.S. references. — Validity, construction and effect of
statutes or regulations governing practice of veterinary medicine, 8 A.L.R.4th 223.

61-14-12. License, permit and registration renewal. (Repealed effective July 1,
2030.)

A. All licenses, permits and registrations issued pursuant to the Veterinary Practice Act
may be renewed by payment of the renewal fee, except as provided in Section 61-1-
34 NMSA 1978, and submission of proof of completion of continuing education
requirements as established by regulation of the board. Not later than thirty days prior
to expiration, the board shall mail a notice to each licensed veterinarian, registered
veterinary technician and holder of an artificial insemination or pregnancy diagnosis
permit that the license, registration or permit will expire and provide a renewal
application form.

B. Except as provided in Subsections C and D of this section, a person may reinstate
an expired license, registration or permit, issued pursuant to the Veterinary Practice Act,
within five years of its expiration by making application to the board for renewal and
paying the current renewal fee along with all delinquent renewal fees and late

fees. After five years have elapsed since the date of expiration, a license, registration or
permit may not be renewed and the holder shall apply for a new license, registration or
permit and take the required examination.

C. Aperson shall not have the person's license, issued pursuant to the Veterinary
Practice Act, reinstated in New Mexico if, during the time period in which the person's
license lapsed, the person's license in another state or jurisdiction was suspended or
revoked for reasons for which the license would have been subject to suspension or
revocation in New Mexico.

D. A person who, during the time period in which the person's license, issued pursuant
to the Veterinary Practice Act, lapsed, was subject to any disciplinary proceedings
resulting in action less than suspension or revocation in another state or jurisdiction,
may, at the discretion of the board, have the person's license to practice in New Mexico
reinstated on a probationary status for up to two years. Upon request by the applicant
for reinstatement, the board shall determine under what circumstances the probationary
status shall be continued or removed or the application for reinstatement denied.

E. The board may provide by regulation for waiver of payment of any renewal fee of a
licensed veterinarian during any period when the veterinarian is on active duty with any
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branch of the armed services of the United States for the duration of a national
emergency.

History: 1953 Comp., § 67-11-19, enacted by Laws 1967, ch. 62, § 8; 1975, ch. 96, § 8;
1977, ch. 167, § 2; 1993, ch. 163, § 8; 1995, ch. 154, § 4; 2017, ch. 44, § 4; 2020, ch. 6,

§ 39.
ANNOTATIONS

Delayed repeals. — For delayed repeal of this section, see 61-14-20 NMSA 1978.

The 2020 amendment, effective July 1, 2020, provided an exception to the license
renewal fee for qualified military service members, their spouses and dependent
children, and for certain veterans; and in Subsection A, after "renewal fee", added
"except as provided in Section 61-1-34 NMSA 1978".

The 2017 amendment, effective July 1, 2018, made technical changes to the section;
in Subsection A, after "licenses, permits and registrations", added "issued pursuant to
the Veterinary Practice Act"; in Subsection B, after "license, registration or permit",
added "issued pursuant to the Veterinary Practice Act"; in Subsection C, after "the
person’s license", added "issued pursuant to the Veterinary Practice Act", after "during
the time period", deleted "his" and added "in which the person’s", after "license", deleted
"to practice in New Mexico was", and after "lapsed", deleted "his" and added "the
person’s"; in Subsection D, after "time period", deleted "his" and added "in which the
person’s", after "license", deleted "to practice in New Mexico was" and added "issued
pursuant to the Veterinary Practice Act", and after "at the discretion of the board, have",
deleted "his" and added "the person’s"; and in Subsection E, after "any period when",
deleted "he" and added "the veterinarian".

The 1995 amendment, effective June 16, 1995, in Subsection B, added "Except as
provided in Subsections C and D of this section" at the beginning, inserted "and late
fees" following "renewal fees", and substituted "shall" for "must" in the last sentence;
added Subsections C and D; and redesignated former Subsection C as Subsection E.

The 1993 amendment, effective June 18, 1993, in Subsection A, deleted "expire on
December 31 each year and" following "registrations" and "annual" preceding "renewal"
in the first sentence and substituted "thirty days prior to expiration" for "December 1
each year", deleted "on December 31" following "expire", and made stylistic changes in
the second sentence; and in Subsection C, substituted "for the duration of a national
emergency" for "not to exceed three years or for the duration of a national emergency,
whichever is longer" at the end.
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61-14-13. Denial, suspension or revocation of license. (Repealed effective July 1,
2030.)

A. In accordance with the procedures contained in the Uniform Licensing Act [61-1-
1 through 61-1-31 NMSA 1978], the board may deny, suspend for a definite period or
revoke a license, certificate or permit held or applied for under the Veterinary Practice
Act, or may reprimand, place on probation, enter a stipulation with or impose an
administrative penalty in an amount not to exceed five thousand dollars ($5,000) on a
holder of a license, certificate or permit, upon a finding by the board that the licensee,
certificate or permit holder, or applicant:

(1) has committed an act of fraud, misrepresentation or deception in obtaining a
license or permit;

(2) has been adjudicated insane or manifestly incapacitated;

(3) has used advertising or solicitation that is false, misleading or is otherwise
deemed unprofessional under rules promulgated by the board;

(4) has been convicted of a felony or other crime involving moral turpitude;

(5) is guilty of dishonesty, incompetence, gross negligence or other malpractice in
the practice of veterinary medicine;

(6) has a professional association with or employs any person practicing veterinary
medicine unlawfully;

(7) is guilty of fraud or dishonesty in the application or reporting of any test for
disease in animals;

(8) has failed to maintain his professional premises and equipment in a clean and
sanitary condition in compliance with facility permit rules promulgated by the board;

(9) is guilty of habitual or excessive use of intoxicants or drugs;
(10) is guilty of cruelty to animals;

(11)  has had his license to practice veterinary medicine revoked by another state,
territory or district of the United States on grounds other than nonpayment of license or
permit fees;

(12) is guilty of unprofessional conduct by violation of a rule promulgated by the
board pursuant to provisions of the Veterinary Practice Act;

(13) has failed to perform as a veterinary technician under the direct supervision of a
licensed veterinarian;
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(14) has failed as a licensed veterinarian to reasonably exercise direct supervision
with respect to a veterinary technician;

(15) is guilty of aiding or abetting the practice of veterinary medicine by a person not
licensed, certified or permitted by the board;

(16) has used any controlled drug or substance on any animal for the purpose of
illegally influencing the outcome of a competitive event;

(17)  has willfully or negligently administered a drug or substance that will adulterate
meat, milk, poultry, fish or eggs;

(18) has failed to maintain required logs and records;

(19) has used a prescription or has sold any prescription drug or prescribed extra-
label use of any over-the-counter drug in the absence of a valid veterinarian-client-
patient relationship;

(20) has failed to report, as required by law, or has made a false report of any
contagious or infectious disease;

(21) has engaged in an unfair or deceptive practice; or

(22) has engaged in the practice of veterinary medicine on any animal or group of
animals in the absence of a valid veterinarian-client-patient relationship.

B. Disciplinary proceedings may be instituted by sworn complaint by any person and
shall conform with the provisions of the Uniform Licensing Act.

C. Any person whose license, certificate or permit is suspended or revoked by the
board pursuant to provisions of this section may, at the discretion of the board, be
relicensed or reinstated by the board at any time without examination upon written
application to the board showing cause to justify relicensing or reinstatement.

History: 1953 Comp., § 67-11-20, enacted by Laws 1967, ch. 62, § 9; 1975, ch. 96, §
9; 1993, ch. 163, § 9; 1995, ch. 154, § 5; 1998, ch. 55, § 75; 1999, ch. 243, § 2.

ANNOTATIONS
Delayed repeals. — For delayed repeal of this section, see 61-14-20 NMSA 1978.

Cross references. — For appeal of final decisions by agencies to district court, see 39-
3-1.1 NMSA 1978.

The 1999 amendment, effective June 18, 1999, rewrote the introductory language to
Subsection A, which formerly read "The board may place a licensee on probation;
impose on a licensee an administrative penalty in an amount not to exceed two
thousand five hundred dollars ($2,500); reprimand a licensee; deny, suspend for a
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definite period or revoke a license, certificate or permit of a licensee; or take any other
reasonable action as established by the board if the board determines after receiving a
complaint and providing notice and a hearing pursuant to the Uniform Licensing Act that
a licensee"; added Subsections A(22) and B; and redesignated former Subsection B as
Subsection C.

The 1998 amendment, effective September 1, 1998, rewrote this section to the extent
that a detailed comparison is impracticable.

The 1995 amendment, effective June 16, 1995, inserted "facility permit" preceding
"regulations" in Paragraph (8) of Subsection A, and substituted "pursuant to provisions
of" for "under" in Paragraph (12) of Subsection A and in Subsection B.

The 1993 amendment, effective June 18, 1993, in Subsection A, rewrote the
introductory paragraph and Paragraph (9); added "or manifest incapacity" at the end of
Paragraph (2); inserted "dishonesty" at the beginning of Paragraph (5); inserted "or
permit" near the end of Paragraph (11); and added Paragraphs (13) to (21); in
Subsection B, inserted "certificate or permit" near the beginning; and deleted former
Subsection C, which listed the grounds for denial or suspension of registration or denial
or revocation of any certificate of qualification.

Section is not too vague to enable establishment by board of reasonable guidelines
for revocation or suspension of license. In re Willoughby, 1971-NMSC-040, 82 N.M.
443, 483 P.2d 498.

Board need not specify acts deemed unprofessional by rule or regulation, as these
acts usually reflect general standards of ethics and practice which are adhered to in a
profession. In re Willoughby, 197 1-NMSC-040, 82 N.M. 443, 483 P.2d 498.

Presence at hearing. — Absent evidence of prejudice or bias on part of board, fact that
one member was not present for part of suspension hearing, while he was attempting to
locate a witness, was excusable. In re Willoughby, 1971-NMSC-040, 82 N.M. 443, 483
P.2d 498.

Ordinary negligence. — The board of veterinary medicine cannot sanction its
licensees for acts of ordinary negligence committed in a single episode of treatment.
The phrase "other malpractice" does not include a single episode of ordinary
negligence. N.M. Bd. of Veterinary Med. v. Riegger, 2006-NMCA-069, 139 N.M.

679, 137 P.3d 619, affg in part, rev'g in part, 2007-NMSC-044, 142 N.M. 248, 164 P.3d
947.

Am. Jur. 2d, A.L.R. and C.J.S. references. — 78 Am. Jur. 2d Veterinarians § 5.

Validity, construction and effect of statutes or regulations governing practice of
veterinary medicine, 8 A.L.R.4th 223.


https://nmonesource.com/nmos/nmsc/en/item/383236/index.do
https://nmonesource.com/nmos/nmsc/en/item/383236/index.do
https://nmonesource.com/nmos/nmsc/en/item/383236/index.do
https://nmonesource.com/nmos/nmsc/en/item/383236/index.do
https://nmonesource.com/nmos/nmsc/en/item/383236/index.do
https://nmonesource.com/nmos/nmsc/en/item/383236/index.do
https://nmonesource.com/nmos/nmsc/en/item/383236/index.do
https://nmonesource.com/nmos/nmsc/en/item/383236/index.do
https://nmonesource.com/nmos/nmsc/en/item/383236/index.do
https://nmonesource.com/nmos/nmsc/en/item/383236/index.do
https://nmonesource.com/nmos/nmsc/en/item/383236/index.do
https://nmonesource.com/nmos/nmca/en/item/378934/index.do
https://nmonesource.com/nmos/nmca/en/item/378934/index.do
https://nmonesource.com/nmos/nmca/en/item/378934/index.do
https://nmonesource.com/nmos/nmca/en/item/378934/index.do
https://nmonesource.com/nmos/nmsc/en/item/378902/index.do
https://nmonesource.com/nmos/nmsc/en/item/378902/index.do
https://nmonesource.com/nmos/nmsc/en/item/378902/index.do
https://nmonesource.com/nmos/nmsc/en/item/378902/index.do

70 C.J.S. Physicians, Surgeons, and other Health-Care Providers §§ 35 to 42, 53 to 57.

61-14-14. Exemptions. (Repealed effective July 1, 2030.)
Provisions of the Veterinary Practice Act do not apply to:
A. employees of federal or state governments performing official duties;

B. regular students in a veterinary school performing duties or actions assigned by an
instructor or working under direct supervision of a licensed veterinarian during a school
vacation period;

C. reciprocal aid of neighbors in performing routine accepted livestock management
practices;

D. a veterinarian licensed in a foreign jurisdiction consulting with a licensed
veterinarian;

E. a merchant or manufacturer selling at the merchant's or manufacturer's regular place
of business any medicine, feed, appliance or other product used in the prevention or
treatment of animal disease;

F. the owner of an animal and the owner's consignees and their employees while
performing routine accepted livestock management practices in the care of animals
belonging to the owner;

G. a member of the faculty of a veterinary school performing the member's regular
functions or a person lecturing or giving instruction or demonstration at a veterinary
school or in connection with a continuing education course or seminar for licensed
veterinarians, veterinary technicians or persons holding or training for valid permits for
artificial insemination or diagnosing pregnancy;

H. a person selling or applying any pesticide, insecticide or herbicide; or

|. a person engaging in bona fide scientific research that reasonably requires
experimentation involving animals.

History: 1953 Comp., § 67-11-21, enacted by Laws 1967, ch. 62, § 10; 1975, ch. 96, §
10; 1993, ch. 163, § 10; 1999, ch. 243, § 3; 2017, ch. 44, § 5.

ANNOTATIONS

Delayed repeals. — For delayed repeal of this section, see 61-14-20 NMSA 1978.

The 2017 amendment, effective July 1, 2018, removed employees of local
governments from the exemption provisions of the Veterinary Practice Act; in
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Subsection A, after "employees of federal", added "or", and after "state", deleted "or
local"; in Subsection D, deleted "any" and added "a"; in Subsection E, deleted "any" and
added "a", and after "selling at", deleted "his" and added "the merchant’s or
manufacturer’s"; in Subsection F, after "owner of the animal”, deleted "his" and added
"and the owner’s"; and in Subsection G, after "veterinary school performing", deleted
"his" and added "the member’s".

The 1999 amendment, effective June 18, 1999, deleted former Subsections J and K,
relating to persons who artificially inseminate or diagnose pregnancy, and acts
performed by veterinary technicians under the direct supervision of a licensed or
license-exempt veterinarian, respectively.

The 1993 amendment, effective June 18, 1993, substituted "a valid permit issued by
the board" for "written consent of the New Mexico livestock board" at the end of
Subsection J; substituted "under the direct supervision of a licensed or license-exempt"
for "at the direction of and under the supervision of a licensed" in the introductory
paragraph of Subsection K; deleted "at the direction of and under the supervision of a
licensed veterinarian" following "performed" in Paragraph (2) of Subsection K; and
made minor stylistic changes in Subsections | and K.

State personnel board may not require New Mexico license for veterinarians in
addition to what the veterinarian statutes indicate as acceptable qualifications; however,
the board can require qualifications, other than licensure in the state, of its professional
employees. 1974 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 74-20.

Am. Jur. 2d, A.L.R. and C.J.S. references. — Validity, construction and effect of
statutes or regulations governing practice of veterinary medicine, 8 A.L.R.4th 223.

70 C.J.S. Physicians, Surgeons, and other Health-Care Providers § 13.

61-14-15. Persons previously licensed. (Repealed effective July 1, 2030.)

The board shall issue a license to any person holding a valid license to practice
veterinary medicine in this state on the effective date of the Veterinary Practice Act.

History: 1953 Comp., § 67-11-22, enacted by Laws 1967, ch. 62, § 11.
ANNOTATIONS
Delayed repeals. — For delayed repeal of this section, see 61-14-20 NMSA 1978.

Am. Jur. 2d, A.L.R. and C.J.S. references. — Validity, construction and effect of
statutes or regulations governing practice of veterinary medicine, 8 A.L.R.4th 223.
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61-14-16. Responsibility. (Repealed effective July 1, 2030.)

Every veterinarian using, supervising or employing a registered veterinary technician
shall be individually responsible and liable for the performance of the acts and
omissions delegated to the veterinary technician. Nothing in this section shall be
construed to relieve the veterinary technician of any responsibility and liability for any of
his own acts and omissions.

History: 1953 Comp., § 67-11-22.1, enacted by Laws 1975, ch. 96, § 11; 1995, ch. 154,

§6.
ANNOTATIONS
Delayed repeals. — For delayed repeal of this section, see 61-14-20 NMSA 1978.

The 1995 amendment, effective June 16, 1995, deleted the former last sentence which
read "No veterinarian may have under his supervision more than two currently
registered veterinarian technicians."

Am. Jur. 2d, A.L.R. and C.J.S. references. — 78 Am. Jur. 2d Veterinarians § 8.
Veterinarian's liability for malpractice, 71 A.L.R.4th 811.
70 C.J.S. Physicians, Surgeons, and Other Health-Care Providers §§ 83 to 86.

61-14-17. Inoculation records; confidentiality. (Repealed effective July 1, 2030.)

Animal inoculation records maintained by any state or local public agency may be used
only in protecting the public health and welfare or by any other government agency and
are not public records open to inspection or duplication. Upon request, the agency shall
verify, or deny, as the case may be, that the records reflect that a particular animal has

received inoculations within the next preceding twelve months.

History: 1978 Comp., § 61-14-17, enacted by Laws 1995, ch. 154, § 7.
ANNOTATIONS

Delayed repeals. — For delayed repeal of this section, see 61-14-20 NMSA 1978.

Repeals. — Laws 1993, ch. 163, § 13 repealed former 61-14-17 NMSA 1978, as
enacted by Laws 1967, ch. 62, § 12, concerning qualifications for permits, effective
June 18, 1993. For provisions of former section, see the 1992 NMSA 1978

on NMOneSource.com.

61-14-18. Practicing without license; penalty. (Repealed effective July 1, 2030.)
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A. ltis a misdemeanor punishable pursuant to Section 31-19-1 NMSA 1978 for a
person to practice veterinary medicine without complying with the provisions of the
Veterinary Practice Act and without being the holder of a license entitling the person to
practice veterinary medicine in New Mexico.

B. If the board finds that a person or entity has practiced veterinary medicine without a
license, the board may:

(1) impose a fine not to exceed five thousand dollars ($5,000);

(2) assess the person or entity for administrative costs, including investigative costs
and the cost of conducting a hearing; and

(3) impose any other sanction as provided pursuant to board rules.

History: 1953 Comp., § 67-11-24, enacted by Laws 1967, ch. 62, § 13; 1999, ch. 243, §
4; 2017, ch. 44, § 6.

ANNOTATIONS

Delayed repeals. — For delayed repeal of this section, see 61-14-20 NMSA 1978.

The 2017 amendment, effective July 1, 2018, provided additional penalties for
practicing veterinary medicine without a license; added new subsection designation
"A."; in Subsection A, after "misdemeanor”, added "punishable pursuant to Section 31-
19-1 NMSA 1978", after "for", deleted "any" and added "a", and after "a license
entitling", deleted "him" and added "the person"; and added Subsection B.

The 1999 amendment, effective June 18, 1999, rewrote the section which formerly
read: "It is a misdemeanor for any person to engage in the practice of veterinary
medicine in this state unless he is a licensed veterinarian".

61-14-19. Injunction. (Repealed effective July 1, 2030.)

The board or any person may bring an action in the district court to enjoin any person
who is not a licensed veterinarian from engaging in the practice of veterinary medicine.
If the court finds that the defendant is violating or threatening to violate the Veterinary
Practice Act, it shall enter an order restraining him from the violation. Any person so
enjoined who violates the injunction may be punished for contempt of court. This
remedy by injunction shall be in addition to any remedy provided for criminal
prosecution of the offender.

History: 1953 Comp., § 67-11-25, enacted by Laws 1967, ch. 62, § 14; 1999, ch. 243, §
5.
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ANNOTATIONS
Delayed repeals. — For delayed repeal of this section, see 61-14-20 NMSA 1978.

The 1999 amendment, effective June 18, 1999, substituted "violation" for "violating
without regard to any criminal provisions of the Veterinary Practice Act" in the second
sentence, and added the last two sentences.

Am. Jur. 2d, A.L.R. and C.J.S. references. — 78 Am. Jur. 2d Veterinarians § 6.

61-14-20. Termination of agency life; delayed repeal. (Repealed effective July 1,
2030.)

The board of veterinary medicine is terminated on July 1, 2029 pursuant to the Sunset
Act [12-9-11 to 12-9-21 NMSA 1978]. The board shall continue to operate according to
the provisions of Chapter 61, Article 14 and Chapter 77, Article 1B NMSA 1978 until July
1, 2030. Effective July 1, 2030, Chapter 61, Article 14 and Chapter 77, Article 1B NMSA
1978 are repealed.

History: 1978 Comp., § 61-14-20, enacted by Laws 1979, ch. 76, § 2; 1981, ch. 241, §
27; 1985, ch. 87, § 12; 1991, ch. 189, § 22; 1993, ch. 163, § 12; 1997, ch. 46, §
16; 2005, ch. 208, § 10; 2011, ch. 30, § 3; 2017, ch. 44, § 7; 2023, ch. 15, § 1.

ANNOTATIONS

The 2023 amendment, effective June 16, 2023, changed "July 1, 2023" to "July 1,
2029" and changed "July 1, 2024" to "July 1, 2030".

The 2017 amendment, effective July 1, 2017, changed "July 1, 2017" to "July 1, 2023",
changed "July 1, 2018" to "July 1, 2024", and added "and Chapter 77, Article 1B".

The 2011 amendment, effective June 17, 2011, changed the termination, operation and
repeal dates.

The 2005 amendment, effective June 17, 2005, changed the termination, operation
and repeal dates.

The 1997 amendment, effective June 20, 1997, substituted "2005" for "1997" in the first
sentence, and substituted "2006" for "1998" in the second and third sentences.

The 1993 amendment, effective June 18, 1993, substituted "medicine" for "examiners"
in the first sentence and made a minor stylistic change in the second sentence.

The 1991 amendment, effective June 14, 1991, substituted "July 1, 1997" for "July 1,
1991" in the first sentence and substituted "July 1, 1998" for "July 1, 1992" in the
second and third sentences.
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